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IN THE UNITED STATES P ATENT AND TRADEMARK OFPICK 



In re the Application of: 

Turner et al. 
Serial No.: 10/033,818 
Filed: December 20, 2001 



For 



Device and Method for Securing 
Apparel To Protective Equipment 



Atty. Docket No.: 05 127.0 )035 

Group Art Unil: 3765 

Examiner: Paiel, T« jash D. 

Confirmation No, : 8443 



COMMENT S ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Mail Stop: ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

In response to the Notice of Allowance and the Examiner's Statement of I.easons for 
Allowance, the Applicants submit the following comments concerning the reasons for allowance. 

Claims 1-14 are novel and non-obvious over the prior art as a whole. The ir vention, as 
recited in independent Claim 1, is directed to "a device for securing apparel to protective 
equipment comprising an apparel attachment member defining a first side and a seco id side, the 
first side having an adhesive coating for securing the attachment member to the protective 
equipment, and the second side having a plurality of hooks for removably securing he apparel 
attachment member to a plurality of loops formed on the inside of the appaiel, he apparel 
attachment member defining a shape that substantially conforms to the protective equi jment." 

The invention, as recited in independent Claim 6, is directed to "a method ■ >f securing 
apparel to protective equipment comprising the steps of providing an apparel attJichmc nt member 
defining a first side and a second side, the first side having an adhesive coating, and the second 
side having a plurality of hooks, securing the apparel attachment member to the protective 
equipment by positioning the first side of the apparel attachment member in contact with the 
protective equipment, and positioning the inside of the apparel in contact with the plurality of 

Page 1 of 3 
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hooks on the second side of the apparel attachment member, whereby the- apparel is securely 
attached to the protective equipment." 

The invention, as recited in independent Claim 10, is directed lo "a device i:>r securing 
apparel to protective equipment comprising an apparel attachment member sea red to the 
protective equipment, the apparel attachment member including a plurality of hooks for 
removably securing the apparel attachment member to a plurality of loops formed o i the inside 
of the apparel, the apparel attachment member defining a shape that conforms to th : protective 
equipment." 

The inventions described in independent claims 1, 6 and 10 are novel and r on-obvious 
over the prior art as a whole. Similarly, the inventions described by the dependent claims are 
novel and non-obvious over the prior art as a whole. The inventions de$cril>ed by the 
independent claims are not limited by the protective equipment on which they m. .y be used. 
Indeed, the inventions may be used with all types and kinds of protective equipmem where it is 
desirable to secure apparel thereto. Consequently, the Examiner's statement that t ie prior art 
does not teach or suggest "protective equipment adapted for the shoulder, ribs or back" is 
referring to the inventions recited in the dependent claims and not the independent cJ. -ims. Also, 
the inventions described by the independent claims are not limited to the loops 'bei ig formed" 
on the apparel; rather; the inventions of the independent claims can be used will loops that 
naturally form or occur on the apparel, as supported by the specification. Finally, thi inventions 
of the claims arc not limited to "a plurality of hoops." In fact, the claims of the inven ions do not 
make reference to "hoops"; rather, they refer to "loops" as that term is broadl> un- lerstood by 
those skilled in the art. 
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